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Most of us know about the hot baths in Hot Springs, but little‐known cold springs also
dot the area, and in this presentation we are going to focus on one in particular. First
though, I’ll start with a little background, before we get into the details of Cluster
Springs.
In 1832, President Andrew Jackson signed legislation setting aside Hot Springs land.
Technically, that legislation makes it the first National Park, even though the National
Park System it joined was not established until 1916, and it was officially added to
that system in 1921.
By the 1840s, Hot Springs Creek was still free flowing without “improvements” or
structures built on or over it.
As found in the book, OUT OF THE VAPORS : A SOCIAL AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
OF BATHHOUSE ROW HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK (by John C. Paige and Laura
Soulliere Harrison, pg. 13):
“During the last half of the 19th century western entrepreneurs developed natural hot
and cold springs into resorts—from the Mississippi River to the West Coast.”
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Health therapy in the 1820s included both vapor baths and pool baths.
In the early 1800s, the bather set their own regimen. Instead of bathhouses, the first
baths were shallow pools in the bed of the Hot Springs Creek. (Springs: Hot and Cold
Water…, pg. 1)
The vapor bath used the natural steam. Later within the bathhouses, a vapor bath
would be in a separate room, much like a sauna room today.
In 1831, physicians lobbied for a medical licensing bill, which was vetoed by
Governor John Pope who proclaimed that public opinion was superior to diplomas.
With Medical services lacking in many areas of the state, Hot Springs became
important with curative thermal waters for the infirm to find relief or at least hope for
relief.
By the 1850s, physicians began residing in Hot Springs.
And by 1875 scientists had analyzed the waters from these hot springs, but still did
not agree on the curative properties. (Cutter, 1875, pg. 18)
Also by this year, two regular medical organizations existed in Hot Springs:
1) The Hot Springs Medical Association, which was also associated with the Arkansas
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State Medical Association, and
2) The Hot Springs and Garland County Medical Society.
(Cutter, 1875, pg. 31‐32)
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The medicinal uses of the baths became more popular and a military hospital opened
in Hot Springs in 1887.
People visited the area to alleviate a variety of ailments, with rheumatism, stomach,
liver, cardiac, kidney, and skin illnesses among those treated. For cardiac patients by
the early 1900s, graduated exercise was also suggested by walking and hill‐climbing
nearby trails.
However, consumptives and those with Bright’s Disease were advised not to bath in
the thermal waters. Mountain Valley Springs (12 miles north) was recommended as
an alternative for some. (Cutters, 1885, pg. 34).
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In the Post Civil‐War era, mineral springs in the area began to compete with Hot
Springs as health resorts or attractions.
The Mountain Valley Springs Company was one of the most well‐known as it began
bottling the cold mineral waters from the mountains and marketed these as a
restorative drink along with regular baths in the city, rather than compete with Hot
Springs directly.
It was originally known as Lockett’s Spring Water as Benjamin Lockett and son were
the first to market the drink. Peter and John Greene were brothers who bought the
land and built a hotel, originally called the Mountain Valley Resort Hotel and later
renamed the Mountain Valley Hotel and Sanitarium.
In Cutter’s guidebook, it was said (“These well known and justly celebrated springs
are situated some twelve miles northwest from Hot Springs, Ark.” (Cutter, 1885, p
79))
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The Greene brothers diversified and opened for distribution in Hot Springs at 195
Central Avenue.
WN Benton bought the business in 1879 and distributed it from Maine to TX.
Then in 1883, the Mountain Valley Water Company was officially established.
Eleven years later in 1894, a Philadelphia distribution center was founded.
By 1902, Mountain Valley Water Company was sold to August Schlafly of St. Louis,
MO.
Thru franchises, it became the first bottled water selling coast to coast. (By 1924,
Encyclopedia of Arkansas).
The hotel burned in the 1880s, was replaced and then that building burned in 1934.
The national headquarters and visitors center moved in 1936 to 150 Central Avenue
where the Desoto Spring Water Depot and DeSoto Dance Hall had been.
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The mineral springs were also advertised to “cure” a number of conditions, including
fever and ague, which was a fever and shivering fits and may have been associated
with malaria.
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In the 1886 US Geologic Survey Report No 32 of the Mineral Springs of the US:
“The reputation of her famous Hot Springs, which have been more or less improved
and utilized for medicinal purposes since the early part of the century, has attracted
attention to the subject throughout the State and has led the people to appreciate
the value of their springs.”
Cluster Springs was noted as a 15+ springs resort with the character of the water
listed as chalybeate. That just means that the water was a mineral spring containing
iron salts. It did not list the flow of gallons per hour like it did for some other
locations.
However, A Thousand Dripping Springs was a larger resort and not mentioned in this
report, so this report could be referring to Cluster Springs or could refer to the cluster
of springs at A Thousand Dripping Springs at that time.
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So now I would like to talk about a resource you all may be familiar with ‐ Cutter’s
Official Guide to Hot Springs, Arkansas
Charles Cutter and Son produced guides in the 1800s and early 1900s to Hot Springs
and other popular tourist spots.
For Hot Springs, these guides described hotels, bathhouses, and how to get to there.
It also listed prices and area physicians, as well as describing other area attractions
like the other mineral springs in the area.
In 1875, Cutter has a write‐up on Cluster Springs for a page and a half. It is described
as approximately 3 miles east of Hot Springs with 10 to 15 springs. That is the same
description used for the 1886 Geological Survey Report.
In reference to Cluster Springs in 1875 the guide states, “It is the intention of the
owner to improve them and test their virtues.” (Cutter, 1875, pg. 45).
It also states, “…the running brooks, natural miniature falls, rough canyons, and other
points of interest combined with the improvements of walks, drives, fountains, hotel
buildings, etc., would make this truly beautiful and desirable. The owner has not the
capital that is needed to make the improvements the springs and situation are
worthy of…” (Cutter, 1875, pg. 46).
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Development of tourism in the area was limited because of a lack of accessibility.
With its 1876 completion, the Malvern Railroad depot connected the St. Louis, Iron
Mountain and Southern Railroad to points north, south, east and west by rail making
it easier for people to get to Hot Springs.
So as Hot Springs accessibility grew, visitation to the area increased due to
infrastructure improvements.
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By the mid 1870s, the area guide books advised bathers to consult a physician with
experience prescribing baths and to get a prescription for the kind of bathing
necessary and length of each bath. The average time in the water was 6 minutes
(Morrison, 1875, pg. 17). In one guide to Hot Springs, approximately 2 dozen
physicians were listed.
Along with prescribing baths, physicians also instructed bathers to drink the thermal
waters. (Out of the Vapors, pg. 46)
Thermal waters are classified as 85 degrees Fahrenheit or hotter. (Cutter, 1885, pg.
23) Anything less is not considered “hot.”
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By the 1880s because the accessibility had improved, Hot Springs had developed as a
Victorian style spa city, and was deemed a “resort at all seasons.” (Cutter, 1885, pg.
28) (Also) “Hot Springs is a resort for health, pleasure or sight‐seeing” all year long.
The 1885 Cutter’s Guide to Hot Springs claimed, “Some of the best hotels now have
bath houses connected with them with separate apartments for ladies.” (pg. 28)
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(Map of springs in the area around Hot Springs)
The map shows Hot Springs and the attractions nearby. You can see Hot Springs
Mountain and the valley below, where the city developed (on the far left side of the
map), along with Indian Mountain (just to the right of that), which includes White
Sulphur Springs, Thousand Dripping Springs, Hell’s Half Acre, and then back down to
Cluster Springs along that roadway to the north between the hills north and east of
Hot Springs.
Cluster Springs is listed as Cutter’s Cluster Springs in this map. It has been known by
many different names over the years.
Potash Sulphur Springs is also on this map along the railroad just to the southeast.
This map gives you an idea of the locations of some of the places I’ll talk about next.
I’ve already mentioned one, which is Mountain Valley Springs and the mineral water
marketed as a drink in conjunction with bathing in Hot Springs thermal waters.
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First lets talk about White Sulphur Springs. John Gillen purchased land in the late
1800s and, with his business partner, created a resort at White Sulphur Springs.
Shown in this photograph of the main spring house gazebo, Gillen is the gentleman
dressed in a jacket and white trousers leaning against the post. This photo was taken
circa 1887 by Maggie Strock, whose mother is the lady in the long white dress
standing by the spring.
The water at White Sulphur Springs was analyzed as having carbonate of iron, lime,
and magnesia with traces of organic matter, sulphuric acid and free carbonic acid.
(Cutters, 1888, pg. 81)
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Gillen and his partner, Mr. Balding, built the Victoria Hotel with a gazebo as the main
spring house shown in the previous image to attract visitors to White Sulphur Springs.
It drew visitors who desired to avoid the crowded and sometimes dirty areas in Hot
Springs around the bathhouses.
A stay here was $2 per day and $8‐10 per week. (GCHS Sulphur Springs Ad image)
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In 1885, Gillen ran a route from White Sulphur Springs every morning, picking up
patrons in Hot Springs bringing them to area attractions of Hell’s Half Acre and A
Thousand Dripping Springs just to the north, then back to the Victoria Hotel for
dinner, returning them to Hot Springs. (Cutter, pg. 81)
In 1888, Gillen became sole owner and planned to build cottages for families and
otherwise improve the springs… (Cutter, 1888, pg. 80)
Gillen drilled in the nearby mountain in 1890 to reach a hot water spring, but failed.
The Victoria Hotel closed in the early 20th century and was later demolished. A stone
and mortar structure over the spring remains.
(David Sesser, “White Sulphur Springs (Garland County),” Encyclopedia of Arkansas,
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/white‐sulphur‐springs‐garland‐county‐
10720/, last updated 10/20/2020.)
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Hell’s Half Acre was one of the attractions on Gillen’s route.
In the 1885 Cutter’s Guide, “Outdoor exercise and rides can be taken here in the
winter months with the same comfort (with an occasional exception of a day or two
at a time) as in May or October in the North.” (pg. 29)
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The trails around the mineral springs were intended for this purpose, including at a
Thousand Dripping Springs, Hell’s Half Acre, and Cluster Springs.
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(Map color has been altered)
While it is not quite the same shape as the previous map we viewed, this map shows
the trails around the mountains connecting the mineral springs.
Along the road is White Sulphur Springs with Thousand Dripping Springs and Hell’s
Half Acre to the North and from them you can see trails leading down to Cluster
Springs.
Also note Potash Sulphur Springs in the bottom right corner of the map is further
east, but has a trail leading from Cluster Springs to it, as well.
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Second we have Potash Sulphur Springs. This resort was further out than the other
resorts: 7 miles east of Hot Springs. It was one mile from the Lawrence station on the
Hot Springs Railway.
Dr. Fairchild owned Potash Sulphur Springs and claimed “…there is no known remedy
so efficacious as this water…” ) (de Linde, pg. 1)
This resort had its popularity in late 1800s and early 1900s. It had a 2‐story hotel with
a dining room, a bowling alley, a billiard hall, shooting gallery, tennis courts, and
riding stables, as well as the bathhouse. It was also noted as serving “native wine” to
the guests. (de Linde, Part 1, pg. 3)
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Now we’ve made it to the Cluster Springs. It was known by several names over the
years. In 1897, it was known as Courtney’s Cluster Springs.
It was noted as 3 miles east of Hot Springs on the west side of Cutter’s Mountain.
(Cutter, 1885, pg. 85).
By 1885, Cutter’s guide said that “At the Cluster are twelve to fifteen springs within a
circle of less than one hundred feet, and within a few hundred feet on each side are
many more.” (Cutter, 1885, pg. 86)
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Cutter claimed the location was the best for a resort outside of Hot Springs. It was
accessible by a natural road, only a few hundred feet from a main county road leading
to Hell’s Half Acre and a Thousand Dripping Springs. (Cutter, 1885, pg. 87)
In 1885, Cutter predicted an incline railway from Cluster Springs to the summit of the
peak where an observatory would be. (Cutter 1885, pg. 87) A notable tourist
attraction that did not come to be.
He claimed a “beautiful and romantic bridle‐path will be made to the top of this
mountain and down the east side...” by a rocky cliff, a waterfall, and into the valley of
Gulpha near Hell’s Half Acre. It was planned to be no more than 1.5 miles long and
although it should require good horses and experienced riders, could be done safely‐
an enjoyable ride (Cutter, 1885, pg. 87).
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By 1885, the US government walled off and arched over Hot Spring’s Creek on the
east side of Hot Springs Mountain Reservation. (Cutters, 1885, pg. 35.)
Magnesia Spring is shown to the left before with only a crossing and a cut in the
rocks, and the bathhouse built to “improve” the springs is to the right.
Other springs were also given structures around them, although some were much
simpler. Cluster Springs was no exception. The trails eluded to in the Cutter’s Guides
to Hot Springs in the 1880s were built, as well as structures around at least five of the
springs/seeps.
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The impounded pond (and falls) might have been the waterfall talked about in the
Cutter’s Guides on that bridal path.
This appears like the small waterfall and pond in the 1897 photograph of Courtney’s
Cluster Springs provided by the Garland County Historical Society. You can see the
similarities here.
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This photo shows the concrete footbridge, a section of rock and mortared footpath,
the creek falls and impounded pond, (view NE) of Cluster Springs.
Think about taking a photo from this rocky stair‐stepped path above the footbridge.
You would be looking at the waterfall from the side.
This may be the same angle as another 1897 photograph of Courtney’s Cluster
Springs.
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This image shows the north end of rock and mortared footpath leading uphill to at
least 5 improved springs. These were located above the pond and footbridge along
the trail.
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Here is a better picture where you can see the construction of rock and mortar for
the footpath, although you can also see its untended state with the vegetation
creeping in. This image is on the east end of footbridge, looking north.
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This is another view of the rock and mortar footpath from the midpoint, looking NW.
You can see the stacked rocks resulting in a leveler path in this section.
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Spring A is mostly square in shape. You can see natural rock was used for the
structure and mortared together.

Spring A, south and west side
Spring A, west side (2)
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Spring B is an interesting shape and appears to be of concrete or mortar. It is the only
one of the spring structures that has a different design and construction method. It
may have been constructed later.
Spring B, north and west sides
Spring B, north side
Spring B, west side (1)
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Spring C, you can see the rust colored water. The chalybeate water is the reason for
the residue and coloring left behind. Again, you see the square manmade rock and
mortar structure around the spring.
Spring C, west side.
Spring C, south side
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This image shows how close Springs B and C were (view north).
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Spring D is also constructed similar to A and C. It has the same square shape and rock
and mortar materials.
Spring D, west side.
Spring D, north and west sides.
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This is Spring E (on the west side) with a view from its top. It was constructed of
stone with a field stone laid on top. It is a more simplistic design, but still in a
generally square shape.
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Here is more of the rock and mortar path, view southeast.
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You can see that it had rocky steps on the south end of the rock and mortar path.
This portion connected to the southwest end of footbridge (view northwest).
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Here you can see it joining the southwest end of concrete footbridge, (view
southwest).
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This is the concrete bridge with mortared rock paths on either side, (view south).
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This is a little better photo of the concrete footbridge over the impounded pond,
looking north. You can see that the bridge even had a pier and joined the improved
rock and mortar path on either end.
The foot bridge may be where the person was standing to take that first 1897
photograph shown.
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This image the rock and mortar footpath leading uphill from the northeast end of the
concrete footbridge (view north‐northeast). You can see it becomes rocky and less
smooth as it continues up the hill.
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Not all of the trail was “improved.”
Here you see part of the natural surface foot path leading to the springs to the north
of the impounded pond. This photo is from the end of improved foot path looking
north.
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Now that you’ve seen the photos of the improvements and their design, here’s a
digital elevation model showing how they were arranged.
The purple at the top coming down the mountain is the unimproved foot path to the
peachy/orange indications of where the rock and mortar foot paths joined the
footbridge (in grey over the water) in between them.
This seems to be part of the trail that Cutter talked about the 1880s. It would have
been steep in areas, with a waterfall and natural mineral springs.
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You can also see that the springs are above the impounded pond along the
unimproved or natural part of the path up the hill.
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Cluster Springs is mentioned with details in the 1870s‐1880s, but in the early 1900s, it
apparently declined in popularity or at least in promotion.
In Cutter’s 1893 guide under Other Mineral Springs, only Potash Sulphur Springs
received a 2 page write up, and no other mineral springs were mentioned. (Cutter,
1893, pg. 61‐63.)
By 1914, the Cutters Official Guide to Hot Springs mentioned the cold mineral springs
in the area as good to drink for bladder and kidney trouble. It focused on the DeSoto
Springs on Central Avenue and Mountain Valley Springs as one of the most noted,
then listed several others including Cluster Springs, but did not talk about the trail
connecting them or any of their attributes. (Cutter, 1914, pg.. 10)
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Other attractions also began to draw people to Hot Springs in the late 19th century
and early 20th century.
In 1886, Hot Springs became a desired location for Spring Training due to its climate.
And baseball drew new visitors to the area, as well.
The Chicago White Stockings planned to travel to Hot Springs to train by climbing the
mountains, and utilizing the cleansing hot baths to get in shape.
Many other teams followed their lead from 1886 through the 1940s.
(“Major League Spring Training in Hot Springs,” Encyclopedia of Arkansas,
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/major‐league‐spring‐training‐in‐hot‐
springs‐6221/)
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Oaklawn Park opened in 1905, but closed in 1907 due to a bill preventing betting in
any manor of horse races. It continued to be used for other purposes including the
Arkansas State Fair from 1906 through 1914.
A 1913 fire caused a downturn in tourism in Hot Springs. By 1916, the Hot Springs
Men’s Business League reopened Oaklawn to draw tourists to the area. The first
season was under a nonprofit civic enterprise and unofficial wagering. The 30‐day
season was successful; however, racing at Oaklawn was not consistent again until
1934.
(Encyclopedia or Arkansas, “Oaklawn”)
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A “new” Hot Springs country club and golf course were completed in 1911 along with
tennis courts for patrons of the links. (Cutter, 1914, pg. 15)
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Horseback riding was also a popular activity in the early 1900s in the area.
Originally, horseback riding was intended to draw visitors to the trails around Cluster
Springs, especially the bridal path.
The 1916 Cutter Official Guide to Hot Springs mentioned, “There are also many
enjoyable trips to different springs on good roads. As a diversion for the lovers of
horseback riding there are different trails over mountains to points of interest. Signs
are posted along the way to give every assistance.” However, it does not go into
detail, maps or directions for those springs.
Those “model Government roads” around Hot Springs, combined with the scenery
and climate, encouraged horseback riding closer to the bathhouses. The Government
also built paths to the Steel Tower and different points on the reservation. (Cutter,
1915, pg. 10)
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Some mineral springs adapted and survived.
Mountain Valley Springs is still in business. In the 1914 and 1916 Cutter’s Guides, it
still held enough reputation to have a full page photo and 2 page write‐up. It was
noted as a “quiet mountain resort…” (1916 Cutters Guide, pg. 42). And they have
successfully marketed and produced drinking mineral water for 150 years.
Potash Sulphur Springs also adapted. It changed owners and had some controversy
of ownership from 1907‐1930. By 1930, CE Wilson, Herman Wilson, and Warren
Wilson purchased 600 acres for unpaid taxes.
In 1932, CE Wilson built 12 furnished cabins for rental at $21 a week. Wilson adapted
the property to a family campground following traveling trends in the 1930s and
1940s. The hotel was razed sometime after that.
The Food and Drug Administration stated that the water did not meet standards in
the early 1940s. The water was sold under the name Wilson’s Springs, then as
Wilson’s Mineral Springs Water by 1944. In the 1960s, vanadium ore was found on
the property. Now it is known as the Wilson Springs Vanadium Mines.
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Hot Springs originally developed as a resort for all seasons, but became more than a
health spa just for bathers.
While the city of Hot Springs remains a tourist attraction for bathers, the last
bathhouse was built in 1950, known as the Jack Tar Hotel and Bathhouse. It may still
be known for its hot springs, but many other attractions also draw people there
including the National Park, hiking, golfing, shopping, the races, etc. Hot Springs
continued to grow and change throughout the years.
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The area cold springs are not widely known and some have been abandoned or are
on private property.
In 1916, Cutter’s Guide listed Mountain Climbing as an area activity stating that
“roads on North Mountain and Hot Springs Mountain courses have been laid out for a
scientific system of mountain climbing known as the Oertel system of graduated
exercise” (Cutter, 1916, pg. 8) Cutter included a map of the trails northwest of
bathhouse row on the next page.
Hot Springs activities, attractions, and ease of transportation kept it growing and
adapting to tourism trends. With trails available from bathhouse row, more people
were likely to use these than to travel to other resorts. It had the infrastructure to
support tourism in the area, while Cluster Springs did not seem to have those same
advantages.
Thus the title, Some Like It Hot. Hot Springs thrived and Cluster Springs, a cold spring,
declined.
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ARDOT is currently constructing a bypass on new location east of Hot Springs in
Garland County that connects Highway 70 East to Highway 7 North. As part of Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, ARDOT carried out a good faith
effort to identify historic properties within the Area of Potential Effect (APE).
Cluster Springs was identified within the APE during this search by one of our
archeologists. We immediately identified the structures as part of the built
environment but had to research the area further to determine its significance.
Through that process, Cluster Springs was determined as eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, for its local significance as an
improved historic spring cluster as part of the early Hot Springs and Garland County
recreational ventures and early health resorts outside of the formal Hot Springs area.
This ARDOT project directly impacts Cluster Springs as shown in this slide. As a result,
ARDOT consulted the State Historic Preservation Office to resolve the adverse effect
to this historic property. That consultation resulted in creative mitigation for this
property.
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Mitigation, or minimization of the impact from this project, includes additional
research and documentation submittal to the State Historic Preservation Officer’s
staff,
drawings of each feature,
high resolution photographs,
a detailed overview map of the property,
and two public outreach lectures.
This presentation is part of our mitigation effort. Although all of the structures may
not be preserved, the history will be, and from this project, Cluster Springs will be
presented to the public to keep this history alive in more than documentation.
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In closing….
I will tell you about a few websites that you might be interested in:
The first is the Department’s main web site: ArkansasHighways.com or
ArDOT.gov will get you to the same page. Here you will find information
about all of the inner workings of the Agency as well as the different
Divisions that work behind the scenes to make these and other projects
happen.
• You’ll also find our recent news releases about projects as well as
presentations.
ConnectingArkansasProgram.com is the site where you will find
information about all of the projects that are being funded by the half-cent
sales tax. Here you’ll find up-to-date status reports, maps and projected
timelines for project development.
Vimeo.com/myArDOT is where we share project-related videos produced
by the Department.
For the latest travel and construction information, be sure to “know before
you go” and check out IDriveArkansas.com or search IDRIVEARKANSAS
in the Google Play store or the iTunes store.
And for late-breaking information about things happening throughout the
state on the highway system, I encourage you to follow us on Twitter. Be
sure to look for the handle: @myArDOT.
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