President Franklin D. Roosevelt Visits Hot Springs
Ronald D. Greenwood, M.D.
An excerpt from the article in The Record 2019. Contact GCHS about acquiring full article.

On June 15, 1836, President Andrew Jackson signed the bill making Arkansas the 25th state. It
was the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of this event that brought Franklin D.
Roosevelt to Arkansas—and specifically to Hot Springs on June 10, 1936.
Arkansas had been instrumental in electing FDR to the presidency in 1932. Overall, 86.44% of
Arkansans who voted chose FDR; Garland County was right in line at 83.6% voter support. In
fact, every county in the state voted in the majority for FDR.
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FDR in the car
next to Gov.
Futrell, then
Senator Robinson.
In the front is
Thomas Allen,
former Hot
Springs National
Park
Superintendent
who returned for
the occasion.
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FDR at the
Missouri Pacific
depot
accompanied
on the
platform by
Arkansas
Governor
Junius Marion
Futrell, US
Senator Joe T.
Robinson,
Mayor Leo P.
McLaughlin,
and Arkansas
Power and
Light founder
Harvey Couch.

A procession of vehicles, led by the Hot Springs High School band, arrived at the Army and
Navy General Hospital where FDR was introduced from his car to hospital personnel and Col.
William Moncrief, commander of the hospital. FDR then traveled over Hot Springs Mountain
and down Fountain Street to the Arlington Hotel.
Eleanor Roosevelt was met at the train by Mrs. W. H. Arnold of Texarkana, Mrs. Turner Wooten
and Mrs. Harvey Couch of Hot Springs, Mrs. J. M. Futrell (wife of the governor), and Mrs. E.
W. Frost of Texarkana and was taken to the Arlington Hotel Crystal Ballroom for a reception.
She was greeted at the hotel by Girl Scouts and presented with a bouquet of roses. In the
ballroom she and Senator Caraway met with the 500 member Democratic Women of Arkansas.
(Caraway was
the first woman
elected to the
US Senate and
in 1936 was the
only
woman
Senator.)
Democratic Women
of Arkansas host
Eleanor Roosevelt in
the Crystal Ballroom
of the Arlington
Hotel. [GCHS 5.4685]
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As Eleanor related in her newspaper column
“My Day,” “The car in which we slept was
attached to the President’s train during the
night and this morning we were ready just in
time to get off at Hot Springs. A charming
group of ladies swept us off to a breakfast, a
very informal breakfast with beautiful
flowers in a beautiful room. I stayed with
them until ten o’clock when the President’s
party picked us up.”
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US Senator Hattie Caraway with First Lady
Eleanor Roosevelt, Arlington Hotel. [GCHS
5.4683]

The Presidential
motorcade leaves
the Arlington
Hotel. [GCHS
4.157]
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The Presidential
motorcade at
Arlington Lawn.
[GCHS 4.157]
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The procession paused at Arlington Lawn for the US Marine band to play “Hail to the Chief”
and for children from Ramble and Jones schools to present a short pageant.
Eleanor wrote, “. . . and we drove through the town, visited one of the bathhouses and even
tasted the water which was too hot to really enjoy on a hot day. Then we went to Mr. Harvey
Couch’s house on Lake Catherine, a beautiful lake and a beautiful setting for an informal but
delightful luncheon.”
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The Presidential
motorcade turns onto
Prospect Avenue from
Central Avenue. [GCHS
4.102]
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As was his custom, FDR showed keen interest in every aspect of Hot Springs. His positive
comments included notice of “the orderliness of the crowds and the cleanliness of the city.”
Thousands showed their appreciation of the President. The Sentinel-Record reported that one
“mountaineer rode 30 miles on a mule to see FDR.”
Area newspapers had front page headlines and in-depth coverage (with photos) of the Hot Springs
visit, including “Welcome Mr. President” (June 10 Sentinel- Record), “Greeted by Cheery
Thousands” (June 10 Hot Springs New Era), “Roosevelt Receives Ovation of Thousands at Spa” (June
10 Arkansas Democrat), “Nation’s Leader Reaches Hot Springs” (June 11 Arkansas Gazette, Extra
Edition), and “President and Mrs. Roosevelt Sweep in Triumphant Tour throughout Arkansas” (June
11 Memphis Commercial Appeal).
After lunch, the procession went to Rockport, Arkansas . After short appearances there and in
Malvern, Arkansas, the group boarded the train at Malvern to return to Little Rock.
At 6 p.m. FDR addressed the public at Centennial Stadium (the state fairgrounds) and then dined at
Senator Joe T. Robinson’s house.

In his address entitled “Self-Government: We Must and Shall Maintain” given in Little Rock,
FDR begins with these remarks:
For me this has been a glorious day and this is a splendid climax. While, as some of you
know, I have been in the state of Arkansas before this, my visits hitherto have been too
much like those of a bird of passage; and this is the first chance that I have had to see the
state at closer range and especially to enjoy the generosity, the kindness and the courtesy
of true Arkansas hospitality.
I have seen your parks; I have seen the beauties of your mountains and rivers. Arkansas
can claim every warrant for the name ‘wonder state.’ It is doubly a privilege to meet you
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face to face and to join with you in the celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of
the admission of this great state into the Union.
Later in the address, he appears to review the essence of his Presidency at that point:
In the early days of the Republic—those days when Arkansas became a state—our life was
simple. There was little need of formal arrangements, or of government interest, or action, to
ensure the social and economic well-being of the American people. In the life of the pioneer,
sympathy and kindly help, ready cooperation in the accidents and emergencies of the frontier
life were the spontaneous manifestation of the American spirit. Without them the conquest of
a continent could never have been made.
Today that life is gone. Its simplicity has vanished and we are each and all of us, whether we
like it or not, parts of a social civilization which ever tends to greater complexity. And in
these later days, the imperiled well-being, the very existence of large numbers of our people,
have called for measures of organized government assistance which the more spontaneous
and personal promptings of a pioneer generosity could never alone have obtained. Our
country is indeed passing through a period which is urgently in need of ardent protectors of
the rights of the common man. Mechanization of industry and mass production have put
unparalleled power in the hands of the few. No small part of our problem today is to bring the
fruits of this mechanization and mass production to the people as a whole.
The measure of the need has been the measure of the organization necessary to meet it. The
human sympathy of our people would have tolerated nothing less. Common sense will
tolerate nothing more.

Thus, in June 1936, Hot Springs had an exciting event on its streets—a Presidential visit—that
was a prelude to the eloquent telling of the story of the FDR vision for the city, the state, and the
nation.
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