Dear Friends,
Our noon, Tuesday, April 19 meeting will be held in-person at the Garland County Library. If you can’t attend,
you can view the program virtually at facebook.com/garlandcountylibrary or youtube.com/garlandcolibrary.
(Registration is NOT required.)
Bitty Martin, our society vice-president, will discuss her book Snake Eyes: Murder in a Southern Town, which
is being released next month by Prometheus Books. The true story reveals Hot Springs’ frightening times when
a girl’s 1966 suspicious death at Blacksnake Ranch triggered the owner to commit a murder. Hot Springs
residents were frightened of the ranch owner and soon, scary stories of his murders and cover-ups began
swirling around the Spa City—and they still exist today.

Bitty and other Central Junior High School students were friends with thirteen-year-old Cathie Ward, whose
death at the ranch has remained a mystery since 1966. However, a spooky event occurred in 2014 that
prompted Martin to begin investigating Cathie’s suspicious death and its connection to the vicious murder at
the Redbird Laundromat by Frank Davis, the owner of Blacksnake Ranch.

Bitty has pointed out: “The Garland County Historical Society played a pivotal role in the beginning stages of
my research for this book. The death of our junior high school friend kickstarted killer Frank Davis’s terror in
Hot Springs. But I didn’t know the date she died. I wouldn’t have had the starting point for my book if it hadn’t
been for the Historical Society’s help in locating her 1966 funeral home records.”

Cathie Ward
She will disclose unusual connections she discovered while researching the true story. “I have a new
‘connection’ that I’m including in the Historical Society’s program that’s more unbelievable than the others I
revealed at the HS Book Festival!”
A graduate of Hot Springs High School, Bitty earned a
marketing degree at Henderson State University. She was
employed in research at Arkansas State Parks and Tourism,
and then served as the Hot Springs Y.W.C.A. executive
director. Martin entered marketing and advertising with
Arkansas Bank and Trust and Pittman & Associates
advertising. She segued into the Little Rock media community
to work with the Arkansas Times magazine, KATV - Channel 7,
and the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. Returning to college in
the early-1990s, Martin earned a nursing degree (RN) at UALR,
began working at UAMS, and then became a “travel nurse” in
operating rooms across the country.
Throughout her varied career and travels, Martin never forgot
her junior high school friend and the cloak of mystery that
surrounded her tragic death. Martin said, “This true story has
been waiting a lifetime to be told.”
Bitty’s hardcover book will be released by Prometheus Books
on May 16, 2022. Pre-orders are available online at all major
bookstores, and onsite at Hot Springs’ Books-A-Million.

Bitty by the lockers at what had been
Central Junior High School in 1966, where
she and other classmates attended school
with the first victim in her book.

On March 31, we enjoyed a visit from sisters of the Order of Our Lady
of Charity of Refuge, who have lived in what is locally called the Home
of the Good Shepherd on Malvern Avenue for decades. They have
touched the lives of generations through their work with children and
other charity work.
In the photo, Sister Thomas, Sister Mary Gerard, and Sister Marietta
tour the Archives Room with volunteer Donnavae Hughes.

On April 5 GCHS volunteers (left to right: Bitty Martin, Margie Golden, Debbie Spoon, Elaine Johnston, Julie
Brenner Nix, Melanie Pearce, Liz Robbins, Carol Moenster Dyer) met with the Clark County Historical Association
at the Hollywood Methodist Church outside of Arkadelphia. We shared a delicious dinner and then exchanged
ideas. It was a wonderful evening that we enjoyed very much.
The Clark County Historical Association was founded in 1973 by people who care passionately about local
history. In 2003, they opened the Clark County Historical Museum in the Missouri Pacific Train Depot in
Arkadelphia. Permanent exhibits at the museum include memorabilia, photographs, and artifacts from the
Caddo Indians to the current citizens of Clark County. There is also a room at the museum where visitors can
conduct family history research. Visit https://www.clarkcountyarhistory.org/ to learn more and plan a visit!

On April 13, several of the great folks from the Garland County Library came to the archives to do research for
an upcoming event involving Garland County history.
They’ll announce the event (which you will love!) later this year.
Tiffany Hough, Paul Kagebein, Katie Allen, Karen Covey, and Greg Wallace truly help make the GC Library a
community treasure.

Want to make history? Be the 2022 winner of the GC Library Adult Spelling Bee! Register at
https://gcl-cep.bc.sirsidynix.net/event/adultspellingbee_2022/?fbclid=IwAR1VzFpBR5oDIzSisAB_aMd607x5HaEenuaHvt0jPCMtzhxkTRwAao2NMw

Come to the library on May 4 for Local Authors Day!
You will be able to meet many local writers at tables in the
main library from 11:00am to 12:30pm.
From 1pm to 2 pm, you can attend a local authors panel in
the Williams Room. Questions welcome!
One of the authors will be our own Mike Blythe, author of
Then and Now: Hot Springs, Arkansas. Mike will bring
other books about Garland County history as well.

Ra Psychle, in partnership with PHOEBE/The Uzuri Project Youth Institute, is sponsoring Spring 2022 Clean Up
at Friendship Cemetery on Saturday, April 30 from 8am till noon. The historic African American cemetery is at
the corner of Hollywood Avenue and Shady Grove Road.

To register for the clean up or to contribute, call 501.655.4314 or visit https://www.rapsychle.com/.

How did you do on the Test Your Knowledge question?

Where is this Hot Springs ca 1960 location?
The Oaklawn Redbird Service Station is at 3024 Central Avenue. Happy’s Body Shop is just south of it.

Today the location is certainly busier—but the Redbird Station is still there.
Now it offers home cooking at Pete & Shorty's Express-Red Bird Station.
In the distance is the stop light at the intersection of Gold Links Road and Central Avenue.

Contact us at gchs@hotsprings.net or 501.321.2159, if you want to find out about supporting our work by
becoming a corporate sponsor at one of the following levels:
Augustus H. Garland
Samuel W. Fordyce
Hiram A. Whittington

Thank you for your membership, your support, your love of our history!
Liz
Liz Robbins, Executive Director
Garland County Historical Society
328 Quapaw (71901)
PO Box 21335 (71903)
501.321.2159
Leave a legacy. Please remember GCHS in your estate planning.

