Dear Friends,
Our noon, Tuesday, October 19 meeting will be broadcast virtually since the Garland County Library has
decided against holding in-person meetings this month. Stephen Koch will present "Songs of the Springs:
Henry Glover, Louis Jordan, and the Creation of R&B.”
You can view the program “live” (or after its broadcast) at facebook.com/garlandcountylibrary or
youtube.com/garlandcolibrary.

Louis Jordan & His Tympany Five are featured
in an advertisement for the 1946 movie Swing
Parade of 1946. Jordan performed his jump
hits "Caldonia" and "Don't Worry About the
Mule" in the film.

Hot Springs native Henry Glover was one of the most
influential recording executives of the 1950s and the author
of chart-topping hits like “Peppermint Twist” and “Drown in
My Own Tears.”

Stephen will explore the lives and music of Glover and Jordan, two giants of popular American song with
Hot Springs connections whose incredible legacies are often overlooked. Key songs over their separate
careers will be detailed and explored, as well as aspects of their lives in Hot Springs and beyond. Stephen
is THE guy to learn from—he’s a musician, illustrator, and an award-winning journalist in both
broadcasting and print—and is writer/host of “Arkansongs,” heard weekly on public radio stations across
Arkansas, north and central Louisiana, and east Texas.

SAVE THE DATE! Our annual Christmas dinner will be on Tuesday, December 14, at the Hot Springs
Country Club. We’ll contact you later with reservation and meal choice details.
Many thanks again to everyone who made our Hidden Hot Springs home tours on September 26 such a
success!

HHS guests exploring the kitchen of the Mid-Century Modern Peter Dierks Joers House on Park Avenue. Patrons
also explored the American Craftsman style Mose Klyman home (Hilltop Manor) on Park Avenue.

This week the Arkansas State Fair is being held in Little Rock. Did you know that the state fair was held in
Hot Springs in October from 1906 through 1914?
After the state had closed down
racing at Oaklawn in 1906, the Hot
Springs Business Men’s League
sponsored the fair to make use of
the “empty” track facility and bring
visitors to Hot Springs. The facilities
at the racetrack made its conversion
to a fairground a relatively easy task.
The main building was renamed the
Exposition Palace and filled with
agricultural, industrial, educational,
and cultural exhibits. The
grandstand on the second floor
provided comfortable indoor seating
for the crowds that came to watch
First Prize Junior Yearling Hereford Bull—1909
parades, races, and contest. The stables
housed the livestock while the infield was home to the carnival midway.

“Uncle Sam Bathes
the World”—
Business Men’s
League float, 1909.
The League was the
predecessor of the
Hot Springs Chamber
of Commerce.

In 1910, 3,000 school children dressed in red, white, and blue formed a human flag as a backdrop to the
fair’s special guest—former President Theodore Roosevelt. Roosevelt is speaking beneath a Liberty Bell
made of 4,000 white roses.

Let’s spin our time machine dial and take a glance at October 1971. After the steep decline in the thermal
bathing industry and the shut down of illegal gambling, downtown was in sad shape. Many storefronts
were closed and many others housed venues that were, shall we say, less than upscale. This
establishment at 258 Central specialized in nude movies. And the ugly, modernistic, leaky sidewalk canopy
is remembered with shudders.

In the mid-1980s, as Hot Springs re-invented its economy, a renaissance began downtown—one that is
continuing today.
Do you know which beloved restaurant’s lobby was shown in the cover letter?

Coy’s Steak House!
Coy Theobalt opened his first restaurant in 1945 at 404 West Grand. In 1960 he relocated at 300 Coy
Street off Reserve Street and East Grand Avenue. In 1973, the Theobalts sold the restaurant to Jim and
Carolyn Manning of Little Rock and the Appling family of Hot Springs. They continued operating the
business until Coy’s was destroyed by fire on the night of January 15, 2009.
Clyde Covington will show more great photos of restaurants of the past in The Record 2021.

Don’t forget to order your signed copy of our 2021 “History +
Art” poster. Renowned watercolorist Richard Stephen
highlights “The Old Post Office” on a beautiful 11 inch by 17
inch poster. The poster can be purchased for $25 plus $5
shipping at garlandcountyhistoricalsociety.com or in person or
by phone at the society’s archives at 328 Quapaw
(501.321.2159) on weekdays from 9am to 1 pm.

The September minutes are at the end of this document. If you want to make any corrections or additions
to them, please email or call me.
Thank you for your membership, your support, your love of our history!
Liz
Liz Robbins, Executive Director
Garland County Historical Society
328 Quapaw (71901)
PO Box 21335 (71903)
501.321.2159
Leave a legacy. Please remember GCHS in your estate planning.

Garland County Historical Society
Monthly Meeting
September 28, 2021
The meeting was conducted remotely via the Garland County’s Facebook and YouTube links. Adult
Services Librarian Paul Kagebein opened the broadcast at noon. He welcomed viewers and announced

that for the time being, Society meetings will continue to be conducted remotely, with the plan being
to adopt a hybrid format as soon as practicable. He then introduced Vice-President Bitty Martin.
Martin thanked the Library for co-hosting and for their help in presenting our meeting and program.
She announced that the second annual “Hidden Hot Springs” fundraiser was a major success, raising a
significant amount for our missions of preservation and education. She thanked the generous owners
of the Hilltop Manor and the Peter Dierks Joers house for opening their homes, as well as all who
bought tickets for the tours. She then displayed a Richard Stephens poster of the “Old Post Office,”
which is our current fundraiser. It may be purchased on the website or in person at the archives
building at 328 Quapaw.
Minutes of the May 18, 2021 meeting had been emailed to members by Liz Robbins. There being no
corrections or additions received, the minutes were approved.
Executive Director Liz Robbins introduced today’s speaker, Ron Fuller, who presented a program on
“Hot Springs: A History in Postcards.” Fuller gave a brief history of mail cards and postcards and
displayed many examples from his collection of over a thousand Hot Springs postcards. He then
showed his video, “A Time to Remember,” which features postcards of some of the lost architecture
of Hot Springs. He has donated a copy of the video to GCHS.
Bitty Martin thanked him for the program and announced that the next meeting will be October 19,
2021. The program will be “Songs of the Springs: Henry Glover, Louis Jordan, and the Spa City’s
connections to the creation of R&B,” presented by Stephen Koch.
The program ended at 12:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine C. Johnston, Secretary

