Dear Friends,
I hope you are all very well!
It’s been a busy month, although the Covid19 situation has forced us to make
adjustments.
Recently we shared 1963 courthouse addition blueprints with the County Attorney,
loaned election memorabilia to the Secretary of State’s office for a display in the Capitol,
shared photos of the old Hot Springs High School with the city, researched Music
Mountain for a Nebraska gentleman who used to live there, and helped many others
remotely.
We are allowing limited access for some transactions, such as buying books or t-shirts,
paying dues, or making donations. (Safety protocols—masks, social distancing,
temperature taking—must be followed.)
And donations have been coming in—especially from people who are using the
increased time at home to clean out drawers and closets. For example, Dana Lambert
recently donated photos relating to Hot Springs High School 1964-65, including a rare
view of the interior of the Trojan Field House, complete with T-Steppers:

Dana’s photos included this aerial view of Hot Springs taken from West Mountain. You
can see the newly built Federal Building across Reserve Street from the Hot Springs

Rehabilitation Center (former Army and Navy General Hospital). What other buildings
do you recognize?

Diana McDaniel Hampo donated blueprints created by her father and grandfather, wellknown architects I. Granger McDaniel and Irven D. McDaniel. (She discovered the
blueprints while using pandemic-created home time to clean out a closet.) The
numerous blueprints include the designs for the Lake Hamilton home of Chester Lauck
of Lum and Abner fame, the 1963 Fire Station on Opera Street, and the auditorium for
Ramble School.

Diana McDaniel Hampo (right) show blueprints to Liz Robbins.

Irven D. McDaniel (1894-1960) started an architectural firm in Hot Springs in 1930. His
designs include the Cleveland Arms and Cleveland Manor. His son, I. Granger (19231978), joined his father’s firm after heroic World War II service and eventually created
many of the Mid-Century Modern buildings in Hot Springs, including the first Convention
Auditorium, the Chamber of Commerce building (originally Hot Springs Savings & Loan),
the Quapaw Community Center (originally the YMCA), Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
First Methodist Church Education Building, Congregation House of Israel building, and
the Dierks (Weyerhauser) building.
Diana had previously donated dozens of historic McDaniel blueprints to the society,
including those for the Hot Springs High School Field House (see T-Steppers above!). The
$400,000 I. Granger McDaniel building included a basketball court that accommodated
two practice courts, a stage, seating for approximately 1,500 for games, four dressing
rooms, storage, and offices for athletic staff. Facilities for the Trojan Band included six
practice rooms, a music library, a main practice room, a director’s office, and uniform
and instrument storage. The first game played in the new facility was the second game
of the 1951 – 1952 basketball season. (The Trojans lost to the Pine Bluff Zebras, 26 –
43.)

If you clean out drawers, an attic, a basement, you might find papers, photos, or objects
that would contribute to the historical record of Garland County, like Dana and Diana
did. We would love to have them!
Next month the Sentinel-Record “Time Tour of Historical Hot Springs” online feature
(which we provide) showcases Hot Springs schools through the years. Check it out!

Students at Central School on Garden Street included grade schoolers from 1891 to 1930 and
high schoolers from 1891 to 1907. No social distancing there!

Charlie Moore of the Arkansas Highlands Folk Project has passed on a link to a concert
featuring The Onlies—who he says “represent the best in the new Old Time Traditional
Music generation.” Check them out at https://youtu.be/tNhjJLjKShI.
Also please visit our Facebook page—and don’t forget the History + Art t-shirt with the
lovely Hot Springs downtown skyline by Tansill Stough Anthony! You can order one
through our website or call 501.321.2150.
Thanks again for your support. Our society will continue to preserve and educate and
make people aware of our remarkable heritage, thanks to wonderful people like you!
Stay very safe!
Liz Robbins, Executive Director
Garland County Historical Society
328 Quapaw (71901)
PO Box 21335 (71903)
501.321.2159
Leave a legacy. Please remember GCHS in your estate planning.

